
TIMELINE
Once again, our 
history tours are 
proving to be 
popular with both 
area residents and 
visitors!  This year 
the Grandview Drive 
and Springdale 
tour was modified 
so that more time 
could be spent at 
Springdale. We visit 
Grandview Drive 
for a shorter length 
of time.   Those who want to travel the full length of Grandview take the River 
City Tour.  A brand new tour, Notable Women of Peoria, debuts in August, while 
Art & Architecture replaced the Monuments and Landmarks tour and runs in 
September.   This tour visits the Randolph-Roanoke Historic District and also 
travels to the Warehouse District to see the many transformations there.  Those 
who love the Haunted Peoria tour need to book tickets early as all of the October 
seats were sold by mid-summer last year. All together, we have eight different 
tours for our guests to enjoy!   

The Tours Plus feature adds an extra stop to the last tour of each month.  This has 
made these tours especially popular.  Peoria Historical Society is grateful to our 

community partners who help make these stops possible.  

We were pleased to welcome several new tour guides this 
year:  Cathy Curtis, Laurie Olson, and Kathy Johnston. 
We feel lucky to have these ladies, along with the guides 
who returned for another year.   Our experienced and 
personable guides have given a number of step on tours, 
specially arranged to fit visitors’ interests and time 
availability.  

For more information, call the PHS office at 674-1921 or go 
online at www.peoriahistoricalsociety.org.

Enjoy the magnificent view of the Peoria fireworks over the Illinois River. Bring your lawn chairs and blankets and relax with 
family and friends on the Flanagan House lawn.  Picnic baskets are welcome.  Space is limited. Doors open at 6:00 p.m. Entry 
fees are $5.00 for adults and $2.00 for each child under 12. Refreshments and novelties will be available for $1.00 each.  Plan 
time for a guided tour of the historic Flanagan House and meet Mary Todd Lincoln as portrayed by Laura Keyes-Kaplafka. 
Tours are available until 8:30 p.m. for the special 4th of July price of $5.00 per person.  The Judge John C. Flanagan House 
Museum is located at 942 NE Glen Oak Avenue.  All proceeds benefit the Peoria Historical Society.
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From the President

Writing my first ‘from the President’ has provided a combined feeling of honor and humility.  Honored to be President 
of an organization responsible for celebrating and preserving the history and stories of our community.  Humbled at 
the idea of leading in the shadow of Leann Johnson.   Leann served two terms as president.  Under her leadership, we 
reviewed, amended and executed the organization’s by-laws.  Leann skillfully led our board and members through 
the transition of a new Executive Director, Colleen Johnson.  She also supported our Executive Director with the 
hiring of Maureen Naughton as our Curator.  Leann’s ability to lead with a sense of calm determination, focus and 
perspective, provided the direction needed for the PHS to thrive while important staff positions were transitioning.  Leann 
Johnson has left a legacy of leadership that will never be forgotten. 

I am grateful to her for her guidance as I serve as the President of the Peoria Historical Society. I look forward to a 
continuation of the strong alliances with other organizations the Society has forged.  These alliances could not be possible 
without the exemplary dedication the past board has demonstrated and the unwavering commitment our members have 
pledged.  Our volunteers consistently give of their time and talent. They are the bedrock our Society is firmly positioned on.  
I look forward to a year of building on the past with an ever-present vision toward the future.

Together we can preserve the rich history of Peoria and continue to share it through its stories.

Kathy Ma, President
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Welcome New Members! 
PHS would like to extend a warm 
greeting to those who have become new 
members since our last publication. 

Jennifer Parkhurst

Barb Milaccio

Laura Keyes

Theodore Tarabulski

David Van Dyke

Nancy Bovee

Shelley Koenigs

Will Swain

Meet Kathy Ma, New President of Peoria Historical 
Society 2019-2020 
by Leann Johnson

Kathy Ma joined the Peoria Historical Society Board of Trustees in 2015, 
serving two years as vice-president.  She also is a member of the annual 
Henri de Tonti Award Celebration planning committee, serving as chairman 
in 2018.

Kathy attended Texas Christian University and moved to Peoria in 1995.  She 
is married to Dr. Lindsey Ma and has four children, Baine (28), Ellery (25), 
Asher (5th grade) and Layne (2nd grade) at St. Philomena Catholic School.

Kathy also currently serves on the Illinois Central College Foundation Board, 
the Chi Omega House Corporation Board and the Moss Bradley Revolving 
Fund Board. She previously served on the Children’s Hospital Foundation 
Board and is a past member of Junior League, and past volunteer at 
Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital.

Annual Membership Meeting 
by Leann Johnson

The Annual Membership Meeting of the Peoria Historical Society was held 
on May 15th at the Pettengill-Morron House Museum.  Approximately 45 
members were in attendance.  A brief business meeting was held and the 
following officers were elected for the upcoming 2019-2020 year.  Kathy Ma, 
President; Zach Oyler, Vice-president; Clayton Hill, Treasurer; Beth Johnson, 
Secretary; and Leann Johnson, Immediate Past-president.  Jim Carballido 
will serve a 3-year term as the PHS representative on the Peoria Riverfront 
Museum Board.  Edward Barry Jr. and Karen Gerontes were introduced 
as new trustees.  Also recognized were Brian Murray, Niki Favus of Aristo 
Properties Group Inc., Kayse Doering of Farnsworth Group and Paul 

Bright of P.J. Hoerr, Inc. who accepted the Peoria Historical Society’s Historic Preservation Award for the development and 
restoration of the 1925 Murray Building in the Warehouse District.  An overview of the past year’s highlights was provided by 
Executive Director, Colleen Johnson, along with an annual report.  The business meeting was followed by a social highlighted 
by food prepared by Haddad’s West Peoria Market, celebrating 100 years in business.

Kathy Ma addresses attendees at annual meeting
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Rennick Art Show, A Big Hit 
by Michele Lehman

A big thank you goes to everyone who helped make the 55th 
Annual Rennick Art Show, with the new theme “History Thru Art,” 
a success! Special thanks go to show sponsors Sharon and John 
Amdall. And appreciation goes to Marjorie Schwebel, who has been 
chairing the show for a quarter-century. She was joined this year 
by John Parks as co-chair.

There was a renewed excitement this year as the show moved to 
its new location at the Peoria Riverfront Museum Auditorium. The 
theme and artwork criteria were narrowed to reflect area history 
and award amounts were increased.  

Taking home awards were:

Best of Show  
Shelley Koenigs of Peoria for “Connected”

1st Place  
Todd Snyder of East Peoria for “Farm Creek Levee, Looking West”

2nd Place  
Doug and Eileen Leunig of Peoria for “City Hall Bell”

3rd Place  
Jack Ryan of Peoria for “Gibson City Elevator”

Honorable Mentions  
Kandi Curtis of Bartonville for “Vanna Whitewall” 
Stephen Wilson of Groveland for “Jobst-Bethard” 
Mary Hildebrand of Metamora for “1984 Family House.” 

PHS hopes to see the more than 30 participating artists again for next year’s show, joined by others from the area’s vibrant 
arts scene. We’re pleased to help bring Peoria-area history into focus through the imagination and creativity of members of 
the arts community. 

National Champions, BU 
Speech Team, hold Awards 
Night at Pettengill-Morron 
House 
by Debra Maxwell

On Sunday, May 5, 2019, BU Speech Team 
member Alexandra Fosburgh hosted 
the BU Speech Team at P-M House for 
their Awards Night. Alex is the daughter 
of Board member Lee and Suzanne 
Fosburgh and has completed her 
freshman year at Bradley University. The 
team of 40 enjoyed an exciting evening of 
Awards presentation, including a catered 
dinner from Hy-Vee. 

This 2019 Speech Team won the 
American Forensics Association national 
tournament in early April. Two weeks later, the team won the National Forensics title in California. The most recent year for 
both of these titles to be won by the BU team was 2013. Coaching this year’s team was Interim Forensics Director Justin 
Helmley.

Overall, the BU Speech team has won 43 AFA and NFA national championships since 1979, giving them the distinction of 
being the most successful forensic or academic program in history.

Shelley Koenigs receives Best of Show



Illinois Historical Marker 
Dedicated 
by Mark Johnson

An Illinois State Historical Marker was 
unveiled and dedicated at the Wheels O’ Time 
Museum on Saturday, May 4.  The marker 
commemorates R.G. LeTourneau and his 
“Carefree Steel House” which sits just beyond 
the marker.  The “Carefree Steel House” was 
designed and manufactured by LeTourneau 
at his Peoria factory from 1935 to 1938.  
The house at the Wheels O’ Time Museum 
was dedicated in May 2017 after a two year 
renovation effort directed by a collaborative 
partnership between the Museum, the 
Historical Society and the Central Illinois 
Landmarks Foundation.

Bill Furry, Executive Director of the Illinois State Historical Society was present 
at the dedication of the new Historical Marker.  This is the seventh Illinois 
Historical Marker erected in Peoria County.  The previous six historical markers 
in the county are listed below:

Jubilee College   
erected 01/10/1935 - located in Jubilee College State Park

Lake Pimiteoui   
erected 07/01/1951 – 4900 block of Grandview Drive in Peoria

Zion Episcopal Church     
erected 10/15/1951 – on exterior of church in Brimfield

Peoria, Illinois      
erected 01/01/1986 – located in Detweiller Park

Susan G. Komen     
erected 09/01/2006 - near the mausoleum in Parkview Cemetery

Gomo – Leader of the Potawatomi   
erected 10/26/2013 – located in Shore Acres Park, Chillicothe

The new LeTourneau marker was made possible as the result of a donation in support of the “Steel House Revival Project” 
from The Bielfeldt Foundation.  The renovated “Carefree Steel House” is open to the public with an admission to the museum 
during regular Wheels O’ Time Museum hours, noon to 5pm from Wednesday through Sunday. 

Summer 2019 Peoria Historical Society Newsletter 4

Morron Family Update 
by Mary Hamm

We are sad to report the April 18 passing of Richard Morron, the 4th generation cousin of Jean 
Morron.  He graduated from Columbia University in 1951, served in the Navy in the Korean War 
and was employed by IBM in New York. He resided in Madison, Ct.

His obituary reads, “He became interested in genealogy of his family after meeting distant 
cousins and visiting historical family sites including Pettengill-Morron House Museum in Peoria, 
Illinois.  Memorial donations may be made to the Peoria Historical Society.”

He visited the Pettengill-Morron home 1 year ago with his daughters Kelly and Jocelyn and 2 
cousins, Susan Morron Crews and her sister, Lynn Morron Smith. He gifted the house with a 
generous check and this year with another. We are touched that he wants memorial donations 

given to PHS for the maintenance of the house.

He was a very interesting and charming man, His daughter, Kelly, sent me a note that read, “That trip was one of his fondest 
memories.”  It is one of mine, as well.

Our deepest condolences go to his family.

Left to right: Jim Baldwin, Marcia Johnson, Bill Furry, Mark Johnson
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Pettengill-Morron House Graduation Event 
by Debra Maxwell

One of our delightful volunteers at P-M House, Isabella Rinald, 
reserved this venue for her family-and-friends graduation get-
together. Izzy graduated from Dunlap High School on Saturday, May 
11, 2019, which was also her 18th birthday! A lovely catered lunch and 
delicious carrot cake were served. 

Isabella has a special interest in vintage clothing, and often dresses 
in period attire as docent at P-M House. She will attend ICC for 
two years, then relocate to San Francisco to study Art History and 
Museum Studies. 

Izzy is pictured here with her “Papa” Bill Scarcello, who lives near 
P-M House and is a wonderful supporter of our fundraisers!

Congratulations Isabella, and best wishes for your future endeavors!

William Jack Home Update 
by Mary Hamm

After reading the article in the spring Timeline about former P-M 
House owner William Jack (1901-1903) and his family, retired 
Judge Richard E. Eagleton gave us a call.  Judge Eagleton lives 
in the 1610 Moss Ave. home that William Jack built in 1914.  He 
was eager to discover what we knew about the Jacks.  P-M House 
volunteer, Michele Lehman shared her research, including the Jack 
family’s obituaries and other news clippings and records about the 
prominent Peoria attorney and his family.  Judge Eagleton said 
that he was happy to have this interesting information to keep with 
records of the house for any future owners.

Thanks to Michele’s extensive research, we have added another 
piece to the historical puzzle. For that, we are grateful.
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Neighborhood Spotlight:  The Uplands 
by Beth Johnson

Tree-lined streets, stately homes, wide sidewalks, 
boulevards, and flowers all come to mind when you think of 
the Uplands.  The beautiful Uplands neighborhood turns 117 
years old in 2019.  The area, first known as the Bradley Farm, 
was purchased for development by the Briggs Company of 
Toledo, Ohio with the stipulation that the Central Railway 
agree to extend its tracks up Main Street to the new 
subdivision.  The developers wanted to ensure that no lot 
was more than two blocks from the street car line.  

Over 4,000 entries were submitted in a contest to name the 
subdivision, with $50 in gold to be awarded to the winning 
entry.  Mrs. William Ker was the winner with the name “The 
Uplands” and donated her winnings to the Bradley Home 
for Aged Women.  The newspaper commented that the new 
name was “breezy-like and suggestive of height and clear 
sweep.”

The Uplands neighborhood was 
to boast asphalt roads, cement 
sidewalks and 2,000 trees before 
any of the homes were built for a 
“fine suburban residence addition 
to the city.”  The subdivision, 
bounded by Main Street, University, 
and Parkside Drive, would have a 
total of 400 lots. Mr. Briggs, one 
of the developers, convinced Lydia 
Bradley to donate additional land 
along the north edge of Parkside as 
well, so that park land surrounded 
the west and north edges of the 
subdivision.  

The lots went on sale at 9:00 am on October 22, 1902 and 
by 5:00 pm, two-thirds of the entire plat had been sold.  The 
remainder of the lots were to be sold as syndicate shares, 
and this didn’t take place until after the shareholder’s 
meeting on May 28, 1903.  At that time, shareholder’s names 
were placed in one churn and deeds for the remaining lots 
were placed in another.  An envelope from each churn was 
drawn at the same time, and the person whose name was on 
the shareholder’s certificate was matched with the deed.  

The Uplands Residential Association was established in 
1903, the first one in the city of Peoria.  The Association 
hosts neighborhood picnics and a host of other activities.  
The neighborhood has come together to fund sidewalk snow 
removal through voluntary contributions—a unique approach 
to solving a problem where many people are out walking!  

Over the years, the list of Uplands residents has included 
many prominent community, state, and national leaders. 
The residents have also been devoted homeowners who 
have worked to maintain and beautify their neighborhood.  
Uplands residents have a strong sense of pride in their 
close-knit yet diverse community. 

Over its thirty year history the Grand Tour of West Bluff 
Homes saw many Uplands homes opening their doors to 
fascinated visitors.  Proceeds from the Tour have helped 
to finance neighborhood signs and gardens in not only the 
Uplands, but also other West Bluff neighborhoods. The 
Symphony Guild had a lengthy history of decorating a home 
on the West Bluff for their home tour as well.   This past 
December residents James and Christine Kemper graciously 
agreed to include their lovely home at 1630 West Parkside 
Drive on the Peoria Historical Society’s Holiday Home Tour. 
The home was first built for the Batchelder family in 1904.  
The addition of a home in the Uplands to the PHS Tour was a 
first, but we hope that it will not be the last!  

For much of the above material we wish to give credit 
to the booklet that was written to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the Uplands. The booklet is titled “The 
Uplands Celebrating 100 Years 1902 – 2002”. We wish to 
thank Suzanne Jackson, a member of the committee that 
wrote the booklet, for loaning to us the materials that made 
this article possible.



Pass along your passion for history and consider becoming a Peoria 
Historical Society Membership Sponsor. Someone you know has the same 
interest in “preserving, sharing, and celebrating the stories of the Peoria 
area”. Your gift of membership not only helps further the PHS mission, but 
encourages others to do the same. Please use the form below or go online 
to peoriahistoricalsociety.org for a printable membership form and add a 
note that you’re sponsoring the new member when you submit the form.

Thanks for your continued support.

Yes, I would like to sponsor a 
one year membership to the 
Peoria Historical Society.

Please mail this completed form to the 

Peoria Historical Society 
611 SW Washington St. 
Peoria, IL 61602

Thank you! The new member will receive a special “Welcome to PHS” note in your name.

Become a PHS Membership Sponsor!

New Member Information

Name___________________________________________

Address ________________________________________

City________________________  Zip_________________
Sponsor Information

Credit Card # (Visa or Mastercard) _______________________________________________

Expiration__________Security Code_________

Membership Level:   Student: $25___         Individual: $35___         Family: $60___     

Patron: $100___         Lifetime: $1,000___         Corporate: unlimited, starting at $250_____

Your Name___________________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________ State_________________ Zip____________

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS
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Find us on Facebook

Special Collections Center
Bradley University Library 
Bradley Avenue at Glenwood

Office Hours: 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  
Monday-Friday

Phone: 309-677-2822 
 

John C. Flanagan House Museum
942 NE Glen Oak Avenue 
Peoria, IL 61603

Phone: 309-674-1921 
 

Pettengill-Morron House Museum
1212 W. Moss Avenue 
Peoria, IL 61606

Phone: 309-674-1921

Tours by appointment.

Cost: Adults $10 
Children 6-12 $3 
$20 minimum for tours

611 SW Washington Street 
Peoria, IL 61602


