
TIMELINE
The Peoria Historical Society Collections Committee is excited to share 
information about some recently acquired art that has been added to the PHS 
collection.  At its most recent meeting, the Collections Committee accepted the 
following works of art all done by local artists:  a Hedley Waycott watercolor, an 
A.P. Bennett watercolor, two Patricia Dale watercolors, and two Maurice W. Clark 
oil paintings of Dr. Leonidas Bruce Martin and Mary Hughes Martin, donated by 
great-granddaughter Jaki Becker.  Waiting in the wings for the next meeting is 
a William Hardin oil painting of “Clean-up” Mayor Carl Triebel donated by his 
granddaughter Debbie Triebel.  

Of special note are the two portraits of Dr. Martin and his wife painted by portrait 
artist M. W. Clark in the early 1870s.  Leonidas was born in 1845 and moved from 
Fulton County to Peoria in 1861.  Like his father James W. Leonidas studied and 
practiced medicine.  A graduate of Rush Medical College in Chicago, Dr. Martin 
began his Peoria practice in 1867.  Dr. Martin’s practice was a long and highly 
regarded one that earned him the distinction of being, at 67, the oldest practicing 
physician in Peoria in 1912.  His wife Mary was a life-long Peorian born in 1848; she 
married Leonidas in 1868.  Leonidas preceded Mary in death in 1917; she passed in 
1923.  Both are buried in Springdale Cemetery.

The paintings are exquisite and in impeccable condition.  PHS is delighted to add 
these distinguished portraits to our growing art collection. 
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From the President

As I write this…it is a busy time of year in the life of the Peoria Historical Society.  We are about to celebrate our eighth di 
Tonti Celebration honoring a person who exemplifies leadership and volunteerism in our community, Jim Baldwin.  The 
backbone of our organization is the volunteers who freely take part to make our events and house museums run.  They are 
our greatest asset and the face of the organization to our community. The annual di Tonti dinner is a wonderful celebration 
of this spirit.   
Thank you to all our volunteers and members who give so freely of their time and talents.  Thank you for showing interest 
and passion in helping to keep the stories of Peoria alive!

Kathy Ma, President
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Office Re-boot! 
by Maureen Naughtin

If you have not had the opportunity to stop by the Peoria Historical Society offices lately, perhaps a quick stop is in order.  
Thanks to the generosity of several groups and individuals listed below, the offices of PHS have been freshly painted, a click-
rail system for the hanging of framed works has been installed and most of the framed art collection of PHS is gracing the 
walls.  We are delighted that our art collection can now be aesthetically presented and enjoyed by staff and all who visit the 
offices.  Many thanks to the following:  

The PHS Board of Trustees who approved this office update.

Kert Huber for his support: the cost of the paint and arranging the paint job.  Sixteen men and women from Sherwin Williams 
did a heroic job one hot, humid day in July. 

Kathy Platz, Tom Teijido and Maureen Naughtin and George and Colleen Johnson for donating toward the cost of the click-
rail system.

Robert Kaplafka for installing the click-rail system in our offices.

And, of course, thanks to all office personnel – Office Manager Janet Gysin, Executive Director Colleen Johnson, Curator 
Maureen Naughtin, staff Robert Kaplafka -- and volunteers Kathy Platz and Amina Malik for the pre-painting task of packing 
up and moving office items and for the post-painting task of hanging all the art. 

Thank you to all!  What a beautiful and refreshing work environment we now have!  Please stop by for a quick tour.
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Leyland and Johnson Join ISHS Board 
by Mark Johnson

The Illinois State Historical Society (ISHS) was founded in 1899.  The Society is a not-for-profit organization, entirely 
independent of the State of Illinois government. It depends solely on membership dues, gifts, bequests and foundation 
grants to support, preserve, and disseminate the story of Illinois and its people. The mission of the Society is to foster 
awareness, understanding, research, preservation, and recognition of history in Illinois.

Peorians have a long history of involvement with the ISHS.  Ernest East, one of Peoria’s most prominent local historians 
was a President of the ISHS Board in the 1930’s.  More recently, another Peorian, Randall Saxon, served as the President of 
the ISHS Board of Directors.  This past May, two former Presidents of the Peoria Historical Society (PHS), Marilyn Leyland 
and Mark Johnson were elected to ISHS leadership positions.  Ms. Leyland served as President of PHS in 2008 and 2009.  
She had served on the ISHS Advisory Board and was now elected as a member of the ISHS Board of Directors.  Mr. Johnson 
served as President of PHS in 2013 and 2014.  He was elected as a member of the ISHS Advisory Board.

The ISHS serves as a coordinating organization for the over 140 local historical organizations within the State of 
Illinois.  The majority of these local historical organizations focus on a particular town or city, such as PHS, while some 
local organizations focus on an entire county.  Annual membership in ISHS is $60 for an individual or $70 for a family.  
Membership includes a subscription to the Illinois Heritage magazine (published bi-monthly) as well as the ISHS Journal 
(published quarterly).  The Journal focuses on scholarly articles relevant to Illinois historical topics and book reviews.  
Further information may be found at the ISHS website at www.historyillinois.org.

History Tours are Rolling On! 
by Beth Johnson

The history tours season is moving along smoothly.  Our guests responded positively to the new tour, Notable Peoria 
Women, and we expect that there will be an equally great response to the new Art & Architecture tour, which runs in 
September.  This tour goes through downtown, takes a peek at the North end, travels to Randolph-Roanoke and winds its 
way through the rapidly changing Warehouse Historic District.  Riders get a sense of both the historic uses for the buildings 
in the Warehouse District as well as their new uses.  Haunted Peoria sold out once again back in July and plans are being 
made to add on some extra Haunted tours to meet the demand.  Finally, guests have eagerly signed on to the “Tours Plus” 
tours at the end of each month.  We continue the popular stop at the public Mausoleum in Springdale, the stop at the 
Soldiers and Sailors monument, GAR Hall, and the Peoria Women’s Club, to name just a few.  We have also welcomed new 
guides this season:  Joleen Parsons, Kathy Johnston, Roberta Lee and Laurie Olson.  If you haven’t taken a history tour this 
season, there is still time to do so, but hurry, tickets are selling fast!
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Donations for Upscale Porch Sale 
by Mary Hamm

Volunteers from left, Mary Hamm, Isabella Rinald, Deb Maxwell and Shelly Lehman are holding their favorite items for the 
Upscale Porch Sale during the annual Moss Avenue Sale. We accept donations throughout the year at Pettengill-Morron 
House every Thursday from 10:00 to 2:00.  We depend on your generous donations of clean and unique items to sell. Please 
no clothing or anything with a plug. We love vintage!

2019 Holiday Home Tour 
by Susie Papenhause

The annual Holiday Home Tour will be held Saturday, December 7 from 5:00-9:00 PM and Sunday, December 8 from 1:00-
5:00 PM.  Our beautiful Pettengill-Morron home as well as Flanagan House will be featured, along with yet to be announced 
private homes.  

Again this year we will offer a VIP tour on Saturday night with an additional offering on Sunday afternoon.  These tours 
include bus transportation to each home and will begin at the home of Kathy and Dr. Lindsey Ma.  Participants in the VIP 
tour will enjoy a tour and cocktail party at the Ma home Saturday evening. Those participating on Sunday afternoon will 
enjoy a tour and a light brunch at the Ma home prior to departing for the other featured homes.

Cost of the regular tour is $20.00 per pre-purchased tickets and $25.00 at the door.  More information will be made 
available on the Peoria Historical Society website (https://www.peoriahistoricalsociety.com/).
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Yard and Garden Helpers Needed 
by Mary Hamm

Immediate Past President Leann Johnson is sprucing up our 
Pettengill-Morron gardens for an upcoming event.

Garden lovers are desperately needed to help maintain our 
beautiful grounds.  Please feel free to drop by at your leisure to 
pull a few weeds and deadhead the flowers.

More from Pettengill-Morron 
by Mary Hamm

A Community Education group with Parkland College in 
Champaign, IL, enjoyed lunch on the Pettengill-Morron 
front porch before taking a tour of the house.  They 
then departed for a tour of Flanagan House Museum.

Please consider renting Pettengill-Morron House 
for your next event or special occasion. How about 
a surprise birthday party? Contact Event Chair Deb 
Maxwell at 309-678-4446.

Holiday Get-togethers Booking Now at Pettengill-Morron House 
by Debra Maxwell

We love hosting Holiday parties at P-M House! Consider our Historic venue for your business, service, or social organization 
Holiday celebrations. Last year, a local Women’s Business Owners (NAWBO) group chose P-M House for their Roaring 
‘20s-themed Holiday party, complete with period dress and Charleston lessons! Great fun was had by all while enjoying the 
surroundings of Miss Jean Morron’s amazing home. 

All of our dedicated volunteers have been busy with events booked in September and October.  A large Garden Wedding 
took place on September 7th and Bradley University Parents Weekend was September 22nd. We provided tours for those 
families. In October, a group from Delta Kappa Gamma will hold their monthly meeting at P-M House. Later in the month, we 
are hosting a Bridal Shower Brunch with tours for those guests. 

As you can see, we can accommodate a wide range of events. We are so very thankful to these groups for their interest in our 
House-museum. We are anxious to help you plan a unique and memorable event!

Please contact:   
Deb Maxwell, P-M House Events  
d.max85rdh@gmail.com

Thank You!
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Recognition of a Volunteer 
by Mary Hamm

John Rosa has been a Peoria Historical Society Trustee for 
four years.  He was named “Volunteer of the Year” in 2018.  It 
was well deserved because of his many hours volunteering 
doing various jobs.

In the PHS office, he has helped Executive Director Colleen 
Johnson with computer networking, backup systems and 
software issues.  And, for PHS Curator Maureen Naughtin, 
John constructed two wooden storage boxes for some heavy 
parts for the old courthouse clock which is currently on 
display at Peoria Riverfront Museum. He also works with 
Past President Leann Johnson and office staff to insure the 
timely delivery of the Timeline newsletter.

At Pettengill-Morron House, John removed an old wood 
floor in the basement and painted the floors of two rooms. 
At Flanagan House Museum, he helped with the repair of an 
antique bed.

He is always willing to help with just about anything and we 
appreciate John and ALL of our volunteers!

New Flanagan House Manager Alexis Lavin 
by Leann Johnson

Peoria Historical Society is pleased to announce that Alexis Lavin is the new house manager for the Judge John C. Flanagan 
House Museum.  Alexis is an adjunct history professor at Illinois Central College and brings to Flanagan House a B.A. in 
History from St. Mary-of-the-Woods College in St. Mary-of-the-Woods, IN; an M.A. in Politics from The Catholic University of 
America in Washington, D.C.; and MPhil in Modern British and European History from The University of Oxford in Oxford, UK.  
Past work experience includes Staff Assistant for the Congressional Office of the Speaker and then for Representative Ray 
LaHood while in Washington, D.C.  where she served as a Capitol complex tour guide for constituents as part of her duties.  
Alexis also taught theology at Peoria Notre Dame for seven years.  Currently, Alexis is also a docent at St. Mary’s Cathedral 
in Peoria.

Alexis’s roots are in Peoria with family starting to arrive in 1852 and she says that while her family moved a lot – Hong Kong; 
Bangalore, India; Singapore; Beijing, China; Tokyo, Japan – Peoria has always been home.  

When asked about her aspirations for Flanagan House, Alexis replied, “My goal is to make it a truly immersive experience 
for patrons, one where they can come to a better understanding not only of Peoria’s roots, but also that our contemporary 
lives have a great deal in common with those who left security and familiarity behind to build a new life on the frontier.  
Individual stories are the building blocks of broader history and Flanagan House offers a unique and invaluable opportunity 
to understand one of those narratives.”

Please join Peoria Historical Society in welcoming Alexis Lavin to Flanagan House.  To book a tour or gathering at Flanagan, 
contact the Peoria Historical Society office at 309-674-1921.

Welcome New Members! 
PHS would like to extend a warm greeting to those who have become new members since our last publication. 

Carl Adams

Robert and Kathleen Brown        

David Carr

Peter Getz and Carol Spengel

Will Jacobs                               

Barbara Pierce                        

Beck Potucek                          

Fernando and Sarah Rinald

Heather Stone                        

Christina Walker                    



Pass along your passion for history and consider becoming a Peoria 
Historical Society Membership Sponsor. Someone you know has the same 
interest in “preserving, sharing, and celebrating the stories of the Peoria 
area”. Your gift of membership not only helps further the PHS mission, but 
encourages others to do the same. Please use the form below or go online 
to peoriahistoricalsociety.org for a printable membership form and add a 
note that you’re sponsoring the new member when you submit the form.

Thanks for your continued support.

Yes, I would like to sponsor a 
one year membership to the 
Peoria Historical Society.

Please mail this completed form to the 

Peoria Historical Society 
611 SW Washington St. 
Peoria, IL 61602

Thank you! The new member will receive a special “Welcome to PHS” note in your name.

Become a PHS Membership Sponsor!

New Member Information

Name___________________________________________

Address ________________________________________

City________________________  Zip_________________
Sponsor Information

Credit Card # (Visa or Mastercard) _______________________________________________

Expiration__________Security Code_________

Membership Level:   Student: $25___         Individual: $35___         Family: $60___     

Patron: $100___         Lifetime: $1,000___         Corporate: unlimited, starting at $250_____

Your Name___________________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________ State_________________ Zip____________

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS
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Find us on Facebook

Special Collections Center
Bradley University Library 
Bradley Avenue at Glenwood

Office Hours: 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  
Monday-Friday

Phone: 309-677-2822 
 

John C. Flanagan House Museum
942 NE Glen Oak Avenue 
Peoria, IL 61603

Phone: 309-674-1921 
 

Pettengill-Morron House Museum
1212 W. Moss Avenue 
Peoria, IL 61606

Phone: 309-674-1921

Tours by appointment.

Cost: Adults $10 
Children 6-12 $3 
$20 minimum for tours

611 SW Washington Street 
Peoria, IL 61602


